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Classification Decision: 


Unrestricted: Parental guidance recommended for younger viewers. 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The Classification Office classifies the untitled artwork by Keith Haring as: 

Unrestricted: Parental guidance recommended for younger viewers. 

The classification has been reached by considering the artwork's treatment of matters 
of nudity and sex, as well as the impact of the medium and the character of the 
publication. 

The publication is an untitled artwork by New York artist Keith Haring. The work dates 
from 1984 and is rendered using acrylic on canvas. The painting comprises a central 
image of a puppet-like figure, with limbs which are stiff and jointed at the elbows and 
knees. He has an elongated nose and holds his penis in his right hand, which is also 
elongated with a glowing red tip. A small figure stands on the puppet's head. To the 
left of the central figure is a red dog. 

There are a number of small figures in the background of the painting which appear to 
be nude due to the depiction of genitalia. They dance, run and fly around the canvas 
in a humorous and joyous manner. The central character holds what appears to be a 
penis protruding from his pants. The "penis" is disproportionately long, mirroring the 
character’s long nose. The penis is drawn with the same degree of simplicity, and lack 
of realism, as the remainder of the painting. 
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It could be inferred that the character is masturbating, although the penis is not 
depicted as erect. It could equally be inferred that the character relates to the story of 
"Pinnochio" given the length of the nose and the small green figure which sits on his 
head. The depiction is deliberately cartoonlike and intended to be humorous. The 
colours used in the painting are vibrant and lighthearted, a tone which is echoed by the 
various characters in the painting. 

Keith Haring is widely regarded as an artist of international stature. His work reflects 
the time and place within which he was living and painting. His work deals with issues 
that were of concern to his generation including peace, ecological responsibility, 
exploitation and sexual orientation. The cartoon-like manner of his art enabled him to 
deal with these difficult subjects in a manner which is symbolic rather than descriptive. 

The artwork is likely to be made available within the context of an art gallery setting. 
The gallery presents a framework within which to view the painting, providing 
information about the artist and the artworks to assist the viewer in interpreting the 
image. 

There are no matters to be discussed under s3(2) or s3(3) of the Films, Videos, and 
Publications Classification Act 1993. In order to provide a degree of interpretation to 
the artwork, parental guidance is recommended. 
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